Officers
Chair
Judith L. Lichtman
National Partnership for
Women & Families
Vice Chairs
Jacqueline Pata
National Congress of American Indians
Thomas A. Saenz
Mexican American Legal
Defense and Educational Fund
Hilary Shelton
NAACP
Treasurer
Lee A. Saunders
American Federation of State,
County & Municipal Employees

Board of Directors
Barbara Amwine
Lawyers' Committee for
Civil Rights Under Law
Cornell William Brooks
NAACP
Lily Eskelsen Garcia
National Education Association
Marcia D. Greenberger
National Women's Law Center
Chad Griffin
Human Rights Campaign
Linda D. Hallman
AAUW
Mary Kay Henry
Service Employees International Union
Sherrilyn ffill
NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund, Inc.
Jo Ann Jenkins
AARP
Michael B. Keegan
People for the American Way
Elisabeth MacNamara
League of Women Voters of the
United States
Marc Morial
National Urban League
Mee Moua
Asian Americans Advancing Justice |
AAJC
Janet Murguia
National Council of La Raza
Debra Ness
National Partnership for
Women & Families
Mary Rose Oakar
American-Arab
Anti-Discrimination Committee
Terry O'Neill
National Organization for Women
Priscilla Ouchida
Japanese American Citizens League
Mark Perriello
American Association of
People with Disabilities
Rabbi Jonah Pesner
Religious Action Center
Of Reform Judaism
Anthony Romero
American Civil Liberties Union
Shanna Smith
National Fair Housing Alliance
Richard L. Trumka
AFL-CIO
Randi Weingarten
American Federation of Teachers
Dennis Williams
International Union, UAW

Policy and Enforcement

Committee Chair

Michael Lieberman
Anti-Defamation League

President & CEO

Wade J. Henderson

Executive Vice President & COO

Karen McGill Lawson

1629 K Street, NW
10th Floor
Washington, DC
20006

202.466.3311 voice
202.466.3435 fax
www.civilrights.org

The Leadership Conference
on Civil and Human Rights

7\

’ ~  The Leadership
Conference

March 11, 2015
OPPOSE VITTER AMENDMENT TO RESTRICT 14™ AMENDMENT
Dear Senator:

On behalf of The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, we write to express
our very strong opposition to the Vitter amendment to S. 178, the “Justice for Victims of
Trafficking Act of 2015.” The Vitter amendment seeks to place restrictions on the plain and
unequivocal language of the Citizenship Clause of the 14™ Amendment.

In short, for the first time since the end of the Civil War, the Vitter amendment would aim to
create two tiers of citizenship — a modern-day caste system — with potentially millions of
natural-born Americans being treated as somehow less than entitled to the equal protection
of the laws that our nation has struggled so hard to guarantee. The stated purpose of this
insidious proposal is to deter unauthorized immigration. But the real purpose in creating a
two-tiered group of citizens is something far more divisive and we believe, decidedly un-
American.

For years, The Leadership Conference has urged Congress to repair our broken immigration
system. We are astonished that instead of taking up a bipartisan approach that could pass
both chambers of Congress, the Senate appears poised to vote on a proposal that would
undermine our nation’s constitutional protections, would fail to significantly address the
problem it seeks to solve, and would punish babies for the actions of their parents.

The Constitution’s citizenship clause was adopted to prevent exactly the sort of thing that is
being proposed by the Vitter amendment. The language of the 14™ Amendment was meant to
forever settle the question of what makes somebody a U.S. citizen and a citizen of each state,
making clear that there can never again be an underclass of Americans living among us.

As Justice John Marshall Harlan said in 1896, in what was a dissent from the infamous
decision in Plessy v. Ferguson, but which later became accepted as obvious, our Constitution
“neither knows nor tolerates classes among citizens.” We urge you to remember those words
today and to reject this unconscionable amendment.

Thank you for your consideration of our views. If you have any questions, please contact
either of us, or Senior Counsel Rob Randhava, at (202) 466-3311.

Sincerely,

Iy VA A
Wade Henderson Nancy Zifkin

President & CEO Executive!Vice President



