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August 23, 2019  

 

The Honorable Lamar Alexander 

Chairman 

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 

428 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

  

Dear Chairman Alexander, 

   

On behalf of The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, a coalition charged by 

its diverse membership of more than 200 national organizations to promote and protect the 

civil and human rights of all persons in the United States, and the 27 undersigned 

organizations, we urge you and your colleagues to take sweeping and consequential 

action to address the confluence of two dangerous forces: the rise of white supremacist 

terror and our federal government’s inaction on commonsense gun safety. 

 

The tragedies in El Paso, Charleston, Charlottesville, Oak Creek, Pittsburgh, Louisville, and 

so many other places may have targeted different communities, but each was spurred by the 

same force: white supremacy. In your August 9 letter to the members of your committee, you 

asked for recommendations that could help prevent future mass shootings. This goal 

deserves the attention and leadership of every member of our government, even when core 

policies at issue are outside of specific jurisdictions. It is crucial that that attention and 

leadership focus on the rise of white supremacist terror and government inaction on gun 

violence, and not on dangerous policies to marginalize and criminalize children in schools.    

 

Your letter states that you have asked committee staff to “evaluate existing mental health and 

school safety programs.” We think it is important to clarify that addressing mental health 

issues is not a solution to gun violence. Diminishing the privacy rights of children, 

increasing their contact with police, and wrongly suggesting that children with disabilities 

pose a threat to their peers only serves to create more fear, danger, and injustice in our 

schools. Indeed, people with disabilities are far more likely to be the victims of gun violence, 

not the perpetrators. Marginalized children must not be scapegoated to distract from white 

supremacist terror and inaction on gun violence.   

 

We demand the Senate pass common-sense gun safety laws. U.S. Senate leadership has had 

over 200 days to take up gun safety legislation passed by the House. In just the first weekend of 

August, 31 people were killed in mass acts of gun violence in 24 hours, and on average 100 

Americans will be shot and killed every day the Senate does not act.i Furthermore, since 

Senator McConnell assumed his role as Senate Majority Leader, there have been 1,654 mass 

shootings in America. That's almost one per day.ii 
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We demand the Congress strengthen hate crime laws. To fight hate, we must first understand it. In 

order to make meaningful progress towards combating violence against our most vulnerable communities, 

we must have reliable, accurate data collection. The bicameral, bipartisan Jabara-Heyer NO HATE Actiii 

will improve our government’s approach to addressing hate. 

 

All children deserve to be safe and treated fairly in schools – and that goal can only be achieved by 

addressing the rise of white supremacist terror and gun violence. Our children deserve better. If you have 

any questions or need additional information, please contact Liz King, Education Program Director at The 

Leadership Conference, at king@civilrights.org.     

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights 

African American Ministers In Action 

American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee 

Anti-Defamation League 

Arab American Institute 

Association of University Centers on Disabilities (AUCD) 

Autistic Self Advocacy Network 

Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law 

Campaign for Youth Justice 

CLASP 

Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund (DREDF) 

Girls Inc. 

Hispanic Federation 

Human Rights Campaign 

NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. 

National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities 

National Center for Learning Disabilities 

National Center for Lesbian Rights 

National Center for Transgender Equality 

National Council of Jewish Women 

National Disability Rights Network 

National Education Association 

National Women's Law Center 

OCA - Asian Pacific American Advocates 

People For the American Way 

SALDEF 

Southeast Asia Resource Action Center (SEARAC) 

Union for Reform Judaism 
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i See: https://civilrights.org/heres-10-things-you-can-do-to-stop-white-supremacy/ 
ii See: https://www.bradyunited.org/act/mitch 
iii S.2043 and H.R.3545 
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