Officers
Chair
Judith L. Lichtman
National Partnership for
Women & Families
Vice Chairs
Jacqueline Pata
National Congress of American Indians
Thomas A. Saenz
Mexican American Legal
Defense and Educational Fund
Hilary Shelton
NAACP
Secretary
Barry Rand
AARP
Treasurer
Lee A. Saunders
American Federation of State,
County & Municipal Employees

Executive Committee
Barbara Arnwine
Lawyers' Committee for
Civil Rights Under Law
Arlene Holt Baker
AFL-CIO
Warren David
American-Arab
Anti-Discrimination Committee
Marcia D. Greenberger
National Women's Law Center
Chad Griffin
Human Rights Campaign
Linda D. Hallman
American Association of
University Women
Mary Kay Henry
Service Employees International Union
Sherrilyn Ifill
NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund, Inc.
Benjamin Jealous
NAACP
Michael B. Keegan
People for the American Way
Bob King
International Union, UAW
Elisabeth MacNamara
League of Women Voters of the
United States
Marc Morial
National Urban League
Mee Moua
Asian Americans Advancing Justice |
AAJC
Janet Murguia
National Council of La Raza
Debra Ness
National Partnership for
Women & Families
Terry O'Neill
National Organization for Women
Priscilla Ouchida
Japanese American Citizens League
Mark Perriello
American Association of
People with Disabilities
Anthony Romero
American Civil Liberties Union
David Saperstein
Religious Action Center
of Reform Judaism
Shanna Smith
National Fair Housing Alliance
Dennis Van Roekel
National Education Association
Randi Weingarten
American Federation of Teachers

Compliance/Enforcement

Committee Chair

Michael Lieberman
Anti-Defamation League

President & CEO

Wade J. Henderson

Executive Vice President & COO

Karen McGill Lawson

202.466.3311 voice
202.466.3435 fax
www.civilrights.org

The Leadership Conference
on Civil and Human Rights

1629 K Street, NW
10th Floor
Washington, DC
20006

7\

’ . The Leadership
Conference

September 27, 2013

Support H.J. Res. 59 — the FY 2014 Continuing Resolution — as Passed by Senate
Dear Representative:

On behalf of The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, a coalition of more than
200 national advocacy organizations, we urge you to vote in favor of a “clean” H.J. Res. 59, the
Continuing Appropriations Resolution for FY 2014, as passed by the Senate today, and to oppose
any amendments to the current language.

We take this position with great reluctance. As passed by both the House and Senate already,
H.J. Res. 59 would maintain devastating federal spending cuts that jeopardize the communities
we represent and the economy as a whole. It would continue federal spending at an annualized
rate of $986.3 billion, maintaining the sequester imposed by the Budget Control Act of 2011.

The damage caused by the sequester has been widespread, and it is continuing to get worse. For
example, children have lost access to Head Start and other vital educational programs while class
sizes have grown; health care programs and food inspection services have been cut back; law
enforcement and public safety programs are being starved of vital resources; and badly-needed
upgrades to our transportation infrastructure have been put off. If these cuts remain in place,
according to a Congressional Budget Office estimate, the overall economic drag caused by the
sequester will cost 1.6 million jobs by the end of FY 2014.

Unfortunately, we are left today — only several days before the beginning of the new fiscal year —
with no choice but to recommend a “yes” vote on this bill. We are relieved that the Senate has
shortened the duration of the continuing resolution, to November 15, leaving less time for the
sequester to continue damaging our economy before funding levels must be revisited. Moreover,
the Senate-passed version of H.J. Res. 59 does not include a reckless effort to defund the
Affordable Care Act, a move that would certainly trigger a shutdown of the federal government.

We strongly reiterate our call for Congress to end the sequester before the expiration of this
continuing resolution. The greatest challenge facing our economy today is the jobs crisis, not the
deficit — in fact, the deficit has been cut significantly since 2009, and non-defense discretionary
spending is now at its lowest level since the Eisenhower administration. The sequester should be
replaced with a careful balance of targeted spending cuts and limits on tax breaks. Every single
bipartisan commission that has examined the deficit has urged such an approach.

Again, we urge you to vote for H.J. Res. 59 as passed by the Senate, and to reject any
amendments. Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions, please contact either
of us or Senior Counsel Rob Randhava at (202) 466-3311.

Sincerely,

A —
Wade Henderson
President & CEO

ancy Zjrkin
xecutive Vice President



