Leadership Conference on Civil Rights

A CIVIL RIGHTS VOTING RECORD FOR THE 101ST CONGRESS

JANUARY 1989 - OCTOBER 1990

SENATE: SOME KEY ISSUES

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

1.

Helms amendment to allow employers to refuse to assign
an employee with an infectious or communicable disease
to a food handling job. Rejected 39-61 on July 11, 1990.

LCCR opposed the amendment

Adoption of the Conference Report on ADA to prohibit
discrimination against persons with disabilities in
employment, public services, public accommodations, mass

transportation and telecommunication services. Adopted
91-6 on July 13, 1990.

LCCR supported the conference report

JAPANESE AMERICANS REDRESS ENTITLEMENT PROGRAM

3.

Hollings motion to permit consideration of committee
amendment to establish an entitlement program to pay
reparations to Japanese Americans interned during World
War II. Agreed to 74-22 (60 votes required for waiver
of Budget Act) on September 29, 1989.

LCCR supported the motion

HATE CRIMES STATISTICS ACT

4.

Final Passage of the bill to require the Department of
Justice to collect and publish data on crimes where the
victim's race, religion, ethnicity or sexual orientation
is a factor. Passed 92-4 on February 8, 1990.

LCCR supported final passage

MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE

5.

Final Passage of the bill to increase the minimum wage
from $3.35 an hour to $4.55 over a three year period.
Passed 62-37 on April 12, 1989. (President Bush vetoed

the legislation and a more modest proposal was
subsequently signed into law.)

LCCR supported final passage



CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1990

6.

Mitchell cloture motion to limit debate on the Kennedy-
Jeffords substitute bill to overturn six Supreme Court
decisions that weakened equal employment opportunity law,
and to amend Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
to provide monetary damages for victims of intentional
discrimination. Motion agreed to 62-38 (60 votes are
needed to invoke cloture) on July 17, 1990.

LCCR supported the motion

Kennedy-Jeffords substitute to make clear that the bill
does not require quotas, and that monetary damages are

allowed only for intentional discrimination. Adopted 65-
34 on July 18, 1990.

LCCR supported the substitute

Kennedy amendment to the Hatch Amendment to allow
additional challenges to court orders resolving job
discrimination claims. The Kennedy amendment sought to
ensure adequate notice to persons affected by court
orders or consent decrees, and thereafter to 1limit

challenges to such orders or decrees. Adopted 60-40 on
July 17, 1990.

LCCR supported the amendment
Override of President Bush's veto of the Civil Rights

Act of 1990. Rejected 66-34 on October 24, 1990 (two-

thirds of those present and voting are required to
override a veto).

LCCR supported the override

HABEAS CORPUS REFORM

10.

Specter motion to reconsider the vote by which the
Thurmond amendment was rejected. The Thurmond amendment
would allow states to expedite procedures for reviewing
death penalty appeals. Motion agreed to 52-46 on May 24,

1990 (Thurmond's amendment was subsequently agreed to by
voice vote).

LCCR opposed the motion



SOUTER NOMINATION

11.

confirmation of President Bush's nomination of David

Souter to be an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court.
Confirmed 90-9 on October 2, 1990.

LCCR opposed confirmation

RACIAL JUSTICE ACT

12.

Graham amendment to strike the Racial Justice Act from
the Omnibus Crime Package. The Racial Justice Act would
prohibit imposition of the death penalty if a state or
a federal criminal defendant could show, by statistical
evidence, racial disparities in the pattern of capital
sentences based on the race of the defendant or the race
of the victim. Adopted 58-38 on May 24, 1990.

LCCR opposed the amendment

KEY: Y=Yes, N=No, #=paired for, X=paired against, +=announced for,

-=announced against, ?=not voting, P=present, I=not then a
member.



S8ENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE VOTES ON THE LUCAS NOMINATION

1 2
Joseph Biden (D-DE), Chair N N
Edward Kennedy (D-MA) N N
Howard Metzenbaum (D-OH) N N
Dennis DeConcini (D-AZ) Y Y
Patrick Leahy (D-VT) N N
Howell Heflin (D-AL) N N
Paul Simon (D-IL) N N
Herbert Kohl (D-WI) N N
Strom Thurmond (R=8C) Y Y
orrin Hatch (R=-UT) Y Y
Alan Simpson (R=-WY) Y Y
Charles Grassley (R-IA) Y Y
Arlen Specter (R-PA) Y Y
Gordon Humphrey (R-NH) Y Y

1. Motion to report the nomination of William Lucas to be Assistant

Attorney General for Civil Rights with a favorable recommendation.
Rejected 7-7 on August 1, 1990.

LCCR opposed the motion

2. Motion to report the nomination without a recommendation.
Rejected 7-7 on August 1, 1990.

LCCR opposed the motion
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Leadership Conference on Civil Rights

A CIVIL RIGHTS VOTING RECORD FOR THE 101ST CONGRESS

JANUARY 1989 - QOCTOBER 1990

HOUSE: SOME KEY ISSUES

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

1.

Olin amendment to limit the bill's coverage through the

definition of undue hardship. Rejected 187-213 on May
17, 1990.

LCCR opposed the amendment

Chapman amendment to give employers discretion in moving

employees with communicable diseases. Adopted 199-187
on May 17, 1990.

LCCR opposed the amendment

Shuster amendment to limit the bill's coverage of fixed-
route systems in non urban areas and in urban areas with

populations of 200,000 or less. Rejected 148-266 on May
22, 1990.

LCCR opposed the amendment

Adoption of the Conference Report on ADA tp.p;ohib;t
discrimination against persons with disabilities in
employment, public services, public accommodations, mass

transportation and telecommunication services. Adopted
377-28 on July 12, 1990.

LCCR supported the conference report

HATE CRIMES STATISTICS ACT

5.

Final passage of the bill to require the Department of
Justice to collect.and publish data on crimes where the
victim's race, religion, ethnicity or sexual orientation
is a factor. Passed 368-47 on June 27, 1989.

LCCR supported final passage

CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION REAUTHORIZATION

6.

Edwards motion to reauthorize the U.S. Commission on

Civil Rights for six months. Motion agreed to 278-135
on November 15, 1989.

LCCR supported the mnotion



MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE

7.

Passage of the bill to increase the minimum wage from
$3.35 an hour to $4.55 over a three year period. Passed
248-171 on March 23, 1989. (President Bush vetoed the

legislation and a more modest proposal was subsequently
signed intc law.)

LCCR supported passage

CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1990

8.

10.

Andrews amendment to provide that nothing in the bill
should be construed to require quotas, and that the
existence of a statistical imbalance is not sufficient

to establish discrimination. Adopted 397-24 on August
2, 1990.

LCCR supported the amendment

Michel-LaFalce substitute amendment which would have

weakened the Civil Rights Act in key areas. Rejected
188-238 on August 3, 1990.

LCCR opposed the substitute

Adoption of the Conference Report on the Civil Rights
Act of 1990 to overturn six Supreme Court decisions that
weakened equal employment opportunity law, and to amend
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to provide
monetary damages. Adopted 273-154 on October 17, 1990.

LCCR supported the conference report

SAVINGS AND LOAN RESTRUCTURING/REDLINING

ll.

Kennedy amendment to require federal regulators to
disclose the ratings and evaluations they give financial
institutions related to the Community Reinvestment Act,
and to require lenders to disclose the race, gender, and

income level of mortgage applicants and recipients.
Adopted 214-200 on June 15, 1989.

LCCR supported the amendment

FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE ACT

12.

Gordon substitute amendment to limit coverage to
companies with 50 or more employees and leave to 12 weeks
per vear. Adopted 259-157 on May 10, 1990.

LCCR supported the substitute



13.

Override of President Bush's veto of the Family and
Medical Leave Act to require employers to provide unpaid
leave for employees to care for a newborn or seriously
i1l child, parent or spouse, or for their own illness.
Rejected 232-195 on July 25, 1990 (two-thirds of those
Present and voting are required to override a veto).

LCCR supported the override

HABEAS CORPUS REFORM

14.

Hughes Amendment to limit the time to file federal habeas
corpus petitions, require competent counsel, and limit

successive petitions. Rejected 189-239 on October 4,
1990.

LCCR supported the amendment

RACIAL JUSTICE ACT

15.

Sensenbrenner amendment to strike the Racial Justice Act
from the Omnibus Crime Package. The Racial Justice Act
would prohibit imposition of the death penalty if a state
or a federal criminal defendant could show, by
statistical evidence, racial disparities in the pattern
of capital sentences based on the race of the defendant

or the race of the victim. Rejected 204-216 on October
5, 1990.

LCCR opposed the amendment

KEY: Y=Yes, N=No, #=paired for, X=paired against, +=announced for,
-=announced against, ?=not voting, P=present, I=not then a
member.
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*The Speaker of the House normally does not vote.
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