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LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE ISSUES VOTING RECORD FOR 98TH CONGRESS

WASHINGTON, D.C., OCTOBER 30--The Leadersh1p Conference on Civil Rights, a
coalition of 165 national organizations representing minorities, women, the
disabled, labor, religious groups, and senior citizens, seeking to advance civil
rights through enactment and enforcement of federal legislation, released today
its Voting Record for the 98th Congress.

Six Senators and 57 Representatives bompiled a perfect voting record, while
two Senators and six Representatives voted against the Conférence position on -every
key vote tabulated. Comparison figures for the 97th Congress show that five Senators
and 61 Representatives scored ]00 percent while seven Senators and 27 Representative
compiled zero ratings. ‘

The tabulations indicate that }he'Hohse, in particular, ha¢ a good civil rights
record with almost two-thirds of the Representatives scoring 50 percent or better,
compared to approximately one half of the Representatives in the 97th Congress.

In the Senate, 50 Senators scored 50 percent or better, about the same as in the
97th Congress.

The bi-annual report card reflects the coalition's concerns for civil rights
and social justice legislation. Among the issues included in the current Voting
Records are the Civil Rights Act of 1984, the Equal Rights Amendment, the Martin

‘ Luther King Jr. Holiday Bill, school desegregation, immigration reform, job training
programs, the Civil Rights Commission, and legal services.

In releasing the report, Ralph G. Neas, Executive Director of the Conference
stated that "while the Reagan Administration continued to compile the worst civil
rights record of any administration in more than half a century, the 98th Congress
established a moderately good record on civil rights. Although there were a coup]e'
of major disappointments, the bipartisan congressional majority on civil rights
passed a number of significant measures and, just as important, prevented
once again the Radical Right from enacting any of its legis]aiive agenda.
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"After seven successive Congresses failed to pass legislation establishing a
Martin Luther King Holiday, the 98th Congress succeeded in grand style. With 1ittle
assistance from the Administration, Congress passed the bill by votes of 338-90 and
78-22. The veto proof measure was sent to President Reagan for his signature.

"In addition, overwhelming bipartisan majofities in the House and in the Senate

passed the Women's Retirement Equity Act, the Yoting Rights for Disabled and Senior

Citizens Act, the Child Support Enforcement Amendments,

Act, and increased funding and protections for the Legal
"Even the ]egislative-priorities that‘failed were supported by substantial

bipartisan majorities. For example, the EdualfRights Amendment, commanded

278 votes in the House (65 percent), but fell six votes short of the requisite
two-thirds majority. '

the Vocaticnal Education
Services Corporation.

“On legislation to extend the Tife of the Civil
of the Congress repudiated President Reagan's un
commissioners without Cause. But, regrettably,
a compromise which would have protected the inde

Rights Commission. two-thirds
precedented attempts to fire
after Congress carefully forged

pendence of the Commission, President
Reagan repudiated the agreement and “stacked" the Commission. By firing five

commissioners who dared to disagree with him on virtually every civil rights issue,
President Reagan gutted the independence of the Civil Rights Commission.

"The Civil Rights Act of 1984, which died on October 2, al
;troné bipartisén consensus in both Houses. Introduced in the wake of the
Grove City College Supreme Court decision, the measure would have restored broad
coverage of our civil rights laws and prevented the federal government from subsidizing
discrimination against women, minorities, the disabled, and senior citizens.
The House promptly passed the legislation by the overwhelming vote of 375-32. 1Ip the
Senate, two-thirds of the Senators backed the bill. But, unfortunately, Senate
Majority Leader Howard Baker, contrary to his assurances, refused to bring the Civil
Rights Act of 1984 to the Senate floor in September. Forced to "last resort"
tactics, Senators Edward Kennedy and Bob Packwood attempted to attach the bil} to the
Continuing Appropriations Resolution. Despite several notable procedural victories,

the measure ultimately fell victim to a Radical Right filibuster and to the rush
towards adjournment.

SO garnered a

"The successes of the 98th Congress are attributable to the same factors that
enabled the civil rights community to help enact a stron

9 and effective Voting Rights
Act Extension in the 97th‘Congress.

First, all the legislative efforts were
- more -
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bipartisan. The civil rights coalition understands the fundamental and historic

reality that, to be successful, civil rights Tegislation must be bipartisan.

The victories in the face of Administration opposition also underscored the extremism

of the Reagan Administration on civil rights and the understandable tendency
of congressional Republicans to distance themselves from the Administration.
"Second, and most important, have been the massive coalition efforts mounted

0 defend the Constitution and to promote equality of
opportunity. They took place not only in Washington, D.cC.
1n virtually every Congressional district in the country.
and most comprehensive since the mid-1960's,
of the 97th and 98th Cbngresses.

"However, while the Radical Right failed to enact its legislative priorities,
we must state emphatically that its assaults on the Constitution are far from over.

There remains the very. real threat of a Second Post-Reconstruction.
we seek to make further progress,

» but also, more significantly
These campaigns, the broadest
have been the exciting and untold stories

Therefore, as’

we must also continue to rewin battles fought long:
ago in order to preserve the accomplishments of the past twenty-five years.

"Most assuredly, those committed to equality of opportunity for all citizens
must remain ever vigilant. And, most importantly, we must continue to work together
as a coalition as hard and as effectively as we have in the past two Congresses."

Copies of the Voting Record are available at the Conference Headquarters, 2027
Massachusetts Avenue, N.WN., Washington, D.cC. '
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A CIVIL RIGHTS VOTING RECORD
FOR THE
98TH CONGRESS
JANUARY 1983 - QOCTOBER 1984

******************m*******m******ﬂ**
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SENATE
(SOME KEY ISSUES)

1. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLIDAY

Passage of the bill to declare the third Mo

nday in January a legal holiday
honoring Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Passed 78-22 on October 19, 1983.
Right -- For.

2. JOB TRAINING

Wrong -- Against

Motion by Senator Howard Baker to table (ki11) the Quayle Amendment to add
$36 million (to the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education Appropriations bill)

for programs under the Job Training Partnership Act. Motion agreed to 50-44 on
October 4, 1983.

Right -- Against Wrong -- For
3. LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

Appropriations Committee amendment to Commerce,
Bill to provide $297.55 million for the Legal Services Corporation and to specify
that none of the funds could be used to promulgate or enforce regulations without

15 days advance notice to the Appropriations committees of both houses. Amendment
adopted 78-22 on June 28, 1984.

Justice, State Appropriations

Right -- For
4. SCHOOL DESEGREGATION

Wrong -- Against

Motion by Senator Howard Baker to ta
Justice Department from spendin

action to require directly or indirectly school busing for desegregation.
Motion rejected 25-52 on October 21, 1983.

ble (ki1l) the Helms Amendment to bar the
g any funds appropriated in the bill tg bring any legal

Right -- For Wrong -- Against
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5. IMMIGRATION REFORM AND CONTROL ACT

Although the Leadership Conference did not adopt a position on S. 529, the Immigra-
tion and Reform and Control Act, it did oppose provisions which would jeopardize basic
civil rights. The Conference supported an amendment by Senator Gary Hart to provide
remedies for persons who believe they encountered discrimination in employment as a
result of a new scheme of sanctions against employers who knowingly hire illegal
aliens. Amendment rejected 29-59 on May 17, 1983.

Right -~ For Wrong -- Against
6. IMMIGRATION REFORM AND CONTROL ACT

Amendment by Senator Alan Cranston to allow judicial review of the denial of
legalization. Rejected 20-75 on May 18, 1983.

Right -- For Wrong -- Against
7. CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1984

Judgment of the Senate whether the amendment by Senator Robert Byrd to attach S. 2¢
the Civil Rights Act of 1984 (Tegislation to restore our major civil rights laws to
pre-Grove City v. Bell coverage), to the continuing appropriations resolution was
germane. Ruled germane 51-48 on September 27, 1984. °

Right -- For Wrong -- Against
8. CIVIL RIGHTS OF 1984

Motion to invoke cloture on the Byrd Amendment to the Continuing Resolution.
Motion agreed to 92-4 on September 29, 1984.

Right -- For Wrong -~ Against
9. CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1984

Motion by Senator Robert Packwood to table (ki1l) the Byrd Amendment (the Civil Ric
Act of 1984) to the Continuing Resolution. Motion agreed to 53-45 on October 2, 1984.

Right -- Against Wrong -- For
10. CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION ACT

Motion by Senator Strom Thurmond to table (ki11) the Jepsen Amendment to make
permanent the ban of federal funding of abortion, bar federal insurance coverage for

abortion, encourage states to pass new anti-abortion laws, and grant expedited Supreme
Court review for challenges to new anti-abortion laws.

Although the Leadership Conference does not have a position on abortion, the
Conference joined the sponsors of the legislation in opposing all substantive amend-
ments to the legislation. Motion agreed to 42-34 on November 14, 1983.

Right -- For Wrong -- Against



11. MEDICARE

Motion by Senator Robert Dole to table (ki11) the Kennedy Amendment.to the GOP-
leadership deficit plan eliminating the increases in Part B, covering out-of-pocket

patient costs, in medicare premiums and deductible. Motion agreed to 58-36 on

Right -- Against | Wrong -- For
_ 12. EDUCATION, NUTRITION, AND JOB TRAINING

Motion by Senator Mark Hatfield to strike from the House Supplemental Appropriatior.

11 the "Wright Amendment" which restored a portion of the domesti

made in 1981 by adding approximately $955 million primarily for education, women,
i

nfants, and children nutrition program (WIC), school lunch, and breakfast programs,
and job training. Motion agreed to 53-46 on November 10, 1983.

Right -- Against Nrpng -- For
XEY
R - Senator voted Right or was paired Right
W - Senator voted Wrong or was paired Wrong
0 - No vote recorded; absent

(*) - Not in Congress
V - Vacancy '
D - Democrat
R - Republican

Ind - Independent

AL - At Large
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ALABAMA
Heflin (D)
Denton (R)

ALASKA
Stevens (R)
Murkowski (R)

ARIZONA
DeConcini (D)
Coldwater (R)

ARKANSAS
Bumpers (D)
Pryor (D)

CALIFORNIA
Cranston (D)
Wilson (R)

COLORADO
Hart (D)
Armstrong (R)

CONNECTICUT
Weicker (R)
Dodd (D)

DELAWARE
Biden (D)
Roth (D)

FLORIDA
Chiles (D)
Hawkins (R)

GEORGIA
Nunn (D)
Mattingly (R)

HAWAII
Inouye (D)
Matsunaga (D)

IDAHO
McClure (R)
Symms (R)

ILLINOIS
Percy (R)
Dixon (D)

QO =

57
17

25
25

50
25

67
57

75
25

75
25

83
57

83
33

75
25

33
17

67
92

42
67



INDIANA

Lugar (R) RRR WY WWWOWOW w L 25

Quayle (R) RRR W WWWW VW y W oW 25
I0WA

Jepsen (R) WWWWWWWRWWWW. 8

Grassley (R) W W W W WWOWR W W oW 8
KANSAS :

Dole (R) R W R WWUWOWR w R w w 33

Kassebaum (R) R WR WOWOWNR ¥ 0 w w 25
KENTUCKY

Ford (D) R RRWOWRG RU R w R w 58

Huddleston (D) R RRWWUWRR RE R R R R 75
LOUISIANA

Johnston (D) RRRORUWROR o W R 58

Long (D) R'WROWUW¥WOWRR R g W R 42
MAINE

Cohen (R) R RROWUWYWRR RU R R R R 75

Mitchell (D) R ORRWWRRR R R 67
MARYLAND

Mathias, Jr. (R) R O RRWWRA R W R 0 W 50

Sarbanes (D) R RRRRRGR RGR RR R R R 100
MASSACHUSETTS

Kennedy (D) RRRRRRGR RGR RR R R R 100

Tsongas (D) R RRRWWRRR R R R R 83
MICHIGAN

Levin (D) R RRRRRRRTR R R R R 100

Riegle (D) R RRRRRRRGR R R R R 100
MINNESOTA

Boschwitz (R) R RRRRRRR VoW Wy 58

Durenberger (R) R WRRRWRR R y R W w 58
MISSISSIPPI

Cochran (R) R'R W O wwwRg W R w w 33

Stennis (D) W W R W w w w R0 R w w 25
MISSOURT

Eagleton (D) R'RRRWWRR R W R R 75

Danforth (R) R'W R W O w w R Y W w w 25
MONTANA

Melcher (D) R RR WRURRGRR ¥ R R 83

Baucus (p) R RRR WWR R R R w w 67
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NEBRASKA
Exon (D)
Zorinsky (D)

NEVADA
Hecht (R)
Laxalt (R)

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Humphrey (R)
Rudman (R)

NEW JERSEY
Lautenberqg (D)
Bradley (D)

NEW MEXICO
Bingaman (D)
Domenici (R)

NEW YORK
Moynihan (D)
D'Amato (R)

NORTH CAROLINA
Helms (R)
East (R)

NORTH DAKOTA
Burdick (D)
Andrews (R)

OHIO
Glenn (D)
Metzenbaum (D)

OKLAHOMA
Boren (D)
Nickles (R)

ORECON
Hatfield (R)
Packwood (R)

50
25

92
92

100
33

92
33

75
50

5C
100

33
75
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PENNSYLVANIA
Heinz (R)
Specter (R)

RHODE ISLAND
Chafee (R)
Pell (D)

SOUTH CAROLINA
Hollings (D)
Thurmond (R)

SOUTH DAKOTA
Pressler (R)
Abnor (R)

TENNESSEE
Baker (R)
Sasser (D)

TEXAS
Bentsen (D)
Tower (R)

UTAH
Garn (R)
Hatch (R)

VERMONT
Leahy (D)
Stafford (R)

VIRGINIA
Trible-(R)
Warner (R)

WASHINGTON
Evans (R)
Gorton (R)

WEST VIRGINIA
Byrd (D)
Randolph (D)

WISCONSIN
Proxmire (D)
Kasten (R)

WYOMING
Wallop (R)
Simpson (R)

50
92

50

92

58
25

25
17

33
67

75
17

92
67

25
33

40
33

67
50

33
25

17
25
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: FOR THE §
) g 98TH CONGRESS §
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HOUSE
(SOME KEY ISSUES)

1. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLIDAY

Motion to sys
Monday of every January as a federal holj
King, Jr. Motion dgreed to 338-90 (two-

grants to local school districts in fiscal 1984-86 to help t

of school desegregation. Motion agreed to 299-120 (
June 7, 1983.

hem offset the costs
two-thirds vote required) on

Right -- For Hrong -- Against

3. Uu.s. COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

—

Amendment by Rep. Don Edwards to permit removal of members of the Civil Rights
Commission only for neglect of dut

Yy or malfeasance in office. Amendment adopted
286-128 on August 4, 1983.

Right -- For Wrong -- Against

4. CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION

» 35 amenc
» Providing $11.89 million for the U.S. Civil Rights

Commission. Because it was necessary for the House to signal the Senate and the

President that it would only vote an independent Commission, the Leadership Conferenc
urged members tg vote against the motion. Motion rejected 170-235 on November 9, 198

Right -- Against Wrong -- For



-:':~:~;{frA1thod§h the Leadership Conference

5. EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT

Motion by Rep. Peter Rodino to suspend the rules and pass the Equal Rights
ndment. Motion rejected 278-147 (t

wo-thirds vote needed) on November 15, 1983,

Right -- For Wrong -- Against

. 'HG. - IMMIGRATION REFORM AND CONROL ACT

Reform and Control Act, 1t did
rights. The Conference supported an amendment

iscrimination because of nationa
origin or alienage, and to provide remedies for such discrimination. Amendment
adopted 404-9 on June 12, 1984.

Right -- %or Wrong -- Against

7. IMMIGRATION REFORM AND CONTROL ACT

Amendment by Rep. Bi11 McCollum to streamline procedures for handling asylum
deportation or exclusion cases by barri

ng most “class action® lawsuits and by deleti;
4 requirement that aliens be notified of certain procedural rights. Amendment adopte
208-192 on June 13, 1984. _

Right -- Against Wrong -- For

8. IMMIGRATION REFORM AND CONTROL ACT i

Amendment by Rep. Leon Panetta to create a new, flexible temporary foreign worke:
program for the agriculture industry permitting growers to apply to the attorney gene
for workers within 72 kers to move from employer to

employer within 3 defined “agricultura] region,"” remaining in the United States

for up to 11 months. Amendment adopted 228-172 on June 14, 1984.
Right -- Against

_ Wrong -- For
9. LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

Ouse recede from its disagreement to the Sen:
amendment and concur with an amendment t

O provide $305 million for the Legal Service:
Corporation and requiring the LSC board of directors to inform the House and Senate

Committees before promulgating or implementing any new regulations.
Motion agreed to 278-138 on August 8, 1984.

Right -~ For Wrong -- Against
10.  CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1984

Adoption of the House Rule providing for Hous
Rights Act of 1984 (Tegislation to restore our maj

ajor civil rights laws to pre-Grove
City Colleqe v. Bell coverage). Adopted 224-13g on June 21, 1984.

Right -- For Wrong -- Against



1. CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1984

Appeal by Rep. William Dennemeyer of the Chair's ruling that the Bartlett
endment declaring members of Congress to be recipients of federal financial assista
for coverage under the bill was out of order. Although the Leadership Conference has
long supported efforts to have Congress covered by civil rights provisions, the
Conference Joined the sponsors of the legislation in opposing all substantive

amendments to the bill. Sponsors wanted simply to restore pre-Grove City coverage of
our major civil rights statutes. Ruling of the Chair upheld 277-125 on June 26, 1984

- Right -- For

' Wrong -- Against
12. CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1984

Amendment by Rep. Mark Siljander to define the word "
tion Act of 1975 to include unborn children from the moment of conception. Although
the Leadership Conference does not have a position on abortion, the Conference joined

the sponsors of the legislation in opposing all substantjve amendments to the bill.
Amendment rejected 186-219 on June 26, 1984.

person” under the Age Discri

RIGHT -- Against
13. CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1984

Hrong == o

Final Passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1984. Passed 375-37 on June 26, 1984.

Right -- For Wrong -- Against

14. SOCIAL SECURITY ACT AMENDMENTS

Amendment by Rep. J.V. Pickle to gradually raise the normal social security retir
ment age from 65 to 67 after the year 2000, and to delete provisions that would reduyc
benefit levels beginning in the year 2000 and raise payroll taxes beginning in the

year 2015. Amendment adopted 230-200 on March 9, 1983.
Right -- Against

15. EDUCATION, NUTRITION, JOB TRAINING

Wrong -- For

—

Amendment by Rep. Jim Wright to restore a portion of the domestic spending cuts
made in 1981 by adding approximately $955 million for education, nutrition and Jjob
training programs. Amendment adopted 254-155 on November 8, 1983.

Right -- For Wrong -- Against
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Chappie (R)
Matsui (D)
Fazio (D)
Burton (D)
Boxer (D)
Miller (D)
Dellums (D)
Stark (D)
Edwards (D)
Lantos (D)
IZschau (R)
Mineta (D)
Shumway (R)
Coelho (D)
Panetta (D)
Pashayan (R)
Lehman (D)
Lagomarsino (R)
Thomas (R)
Fiedler (R)
Moorhead (R)
Beilenson (D)
Waxman (D)
Roybal (D)
Berman (D)
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FLORIDA (cont.)
Lewis (R)
Mack (R)
Mica (D)
Shaw (R)
Smith (D)
Lehman (D)
Pepper (D)
Fascell (D)
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*Congressman Sensenbrenner was hospitalized
during part of the 1984 summer session.
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Walker Weldon (PA) Wolt
Walah Wallar Youzg (AK)
Wamp White Youag (FL)
Watts (OK) Whitfield ZalifT
Weldon (FL) Wicker Llmmer

NOT VOTING—10
Horskt Qallegly Metenlf
Crapo Qonzalez Rash
de Ia Garza Lawia (GA)
|~V Moak

g 21l

Mrs. MORELLA changed her vote
from *“aye’ to ''no.’

Mr. TAYLOR of Misaissippi changed
his vote from *“no' to naye.” :

80 the amendment in the nature ofa
substitute was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

o

The CHAIRMAN, Under the rule, the
Committee rises.

Accordingly, the Cormuuiltes 1080,
and the Speaker pro tempore {Mr.
WALKXER] having assumed the chair, Mr.
McINNis. Chairman of the Committee
of the Whole Houss on the State of the
Union reportad that that Committee.
having had under consideration the bill
(H.R. 831) to amond the Internal Rave-
nue Code of 1588 to permanently axtend
the deduction for the health insurance
costs of seif-employed {ndividuals, to
repeal the provision permicting non-
recognition of gain on sales and ex-
changes offectuating Dolicies of the
Fedaral Cammunications Commission,
uzq for other purposes. pursuint ta
Holise Resolution 88. he reported the
bill back to the House with an amend-
mens adopted by the Committee nf the
Whole.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the rule, the previous question is or-
dered and the amenament 18 adepted.

The queation i8 on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bil] was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT OFFERED BY MR. 8TARK

Mp. STARK. Mz, Speaker, I offer &
motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the
gontleman oppased to the bill?

Mr. STARK. [ am opposed to the bill
{n its present form, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro lempore. The
Clerk wiil report the motion to recom-

mie.
The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. STARK Moves to recommit the bill H.R.
B3l to the Committes on Wiys and Mweans
with instructions to report the same bask to
the House fomhwith with the {ollowing
amendment:

At the end of the Dill inserc the following!
SEC. & REPEAL OF MAXIMUM PERIOD OF MANDA-

TORY CONTINUATION | A
UNDIR GROUP HEALTH PLANS

(a) 1N OENERAL.—Bection 162 of the lnter-
nai Revenue Code of 1986 is amendsd Dy re-
destignating subssouicn (o) a8 subsection (p)
aod by inserting aftor subsection (o) the fol-
lowing new subasuion:

10} GROUP HEALTH
EXTENDED
CRAGE.—

PLANS NOT PROVIDING
CONTINUATION HEALTH  Cov-

+ Por purposss of paragraph (1), che term

CONGRESSIONAL ‘RECORD -~ HOUSE

(1) IN GENERAL.—No deduction shall ba al-’
lowed under this chapter for any smount
paid or {nourred DY &R smployer {or any.
group health plan W which seotion 48308 ap-
pliea if such plan falls- o provide extended
continuation coverzge with, respect. to any
quslified beneficiary (as qefined 1o seotion
4880B(g}). L e

“(2) EXTENDED CONTTNUATION COVERAGE.~—
‘axe
vanded CORTINUALIOR COvErags' msans aav-
srage whnich would be required to be providad
under seotion 4680B dut tor subssotion
(OEXBNY) thersof.**. s e L

(b) EFFECTIVE . DATE.—Ths amendment
raade by this section shall apply with respect
to qualifying events
49808 of the Intarnal Ravenue Code of 1888)
OCOUITING DBfory, OR, oF: AftOT the date of tha
spactment of this Adt, but shall not appdy if
the period of continuation coversge required
under seotion (9808 of the Interzal Revenue
Code of 1966 wilh reopeos 1o the-quslifying
ovent has expived befors such date, - -

Mr. STARK (during the reading). Mr.

Speaker. I ask unanimous gonsent that

the motion to recommit be considered
as read and printed {n the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the reguast of the gen-
tleman from California? .

There waa no objaction. o

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, a8 I indi-
cated, T amn opposed to H.R. 833 in its
present form, We can do tetter and we
can go home tonight, and withiout any
cost to the Pedersl Govarnment and
without any Cost t0 American empluy-
ouwoomuftmotoua-oma’horq
million American families, the fear
that they may loss thalr extanded ¢oOv-
erage which they received under a bill
that we passed unanimously,

This is a bill we passed uasnimously
{n the Waye and Means Coramittse in
1985, under whioh over 88 million Amer-
ioans have had continuation of group
health insurance after they lost their
smployer- or would have 108% Lheir em-
ployer-based health insurance because
of a change in family status, becausa of
dlaability, hecausn of 2 transfer, be-
cause a branoh Tfactory or factory
closed. ot

This 18 & bipartisan amendment
which adads to every word in the Repub-
Uean bill. And all 1t does i8 extend per-
manently thess extensions that are
kenown a8 COBRA to nearly 4 million
Americans so that the time clock will
stop tioking and they will stop worry~
ing about losing this protaotion.

Lot me quickly address two concerns
and they have only been raiged mod-
estly. One concern is it will take a [it~
tie extra time. It will take & minutes of
your time tonmight, ladics and gentiee
men. for a quick vote to add this
amendment and to bring to thousands
of peoDle {n your districts the peace of
mind that their jnsurance will oot end
if they are cwrrently under a gToup in-
surance plan with extended coverages.

Second, it has boen claimed that em-
ployers might be- saddlsd with addi-
tional costs under a complicated thing
gnown as adverse selection, That is not
true. The reverse (s true,

Four million people becormning unine
sured will add more costs through cost

(an. defined in ssction.

‘~.

H198T

‘shifting to the total cost of all of our

paying for health care coverage than.a
few peoplo who might try and game the
system. There will be no change in rate
to employers. They will continuo their
same payment. The employee will pay
103 percent of the coverage instend of
perhaps the 30 or 30 pereent that he or
she is paying now. 1t is a8 if I am pay-
ing $101 & manth for Blue Cross under
my Federal plan, just 1ike meany of
you. If I were disabled and had to leave
and did not have the genercus continu-
atlon, I would. thon have to DAy 400-
gomne dollavs plus $8 & month to the
Clerk to bil} me and I could continue
my Blue Cross low option.

1 want t0 extend tuat peaco of mind
to every Amerioan. And ns I say, this
does not have & partisan difference in

it. . : ] .
' .1 aak Members' support for this 80 we

oan walk out of here tonight. This is a
bipartisan bill. I subject this 18 a bipar-
tisag motion to rocommit, and I would
ask Members to think about the people
that will receive the good news that
they will have & small tax deduction,
those who are seif-employud. Lot us ox-
pand that. Both sidss of the aisle have

‘talked about the Adesirability of port-

apility. This is not quite portability,
but it is a step, it 18 & modest atep to-
ward getting the kind of health reform
that we agreed 1ast yoAT was neaded.

This is a modost proposal that was

ed to in aome of the bills last year
on both sides of the aisle.
. n m .

.80 for & few minutes of inconven
{spnce tonight, for one extra vote to
night. you cag §o home and Bay thie
that for the 8,600,000 to 4 milliva poop!
{n Amorica who sometime in the nex
18 to 20 months will lose their healt
{asurancs-—they are paying faritoutc
their own poockets, at 1o cost to th
Federal budget, at no cost to their e
ployer—we can extond that privilege.

If There uver wWas o time for us
come together to help those people,
1s tonight.

Ladies and gentlamsen. 1 implore yo
we have our own Membuers who ha
children who are not covered becau
they are over 22 and thoy have t0 g0 ¢
health insurance. buy COBRA {nsv

ance.

We have many cases throughout t
land whers this insurance will b
ramilies. I urge you to thirk tanig

that We have no partisan differencs,

' have no cost to the budget, we can ¢

help & faw Amsricans who will be ¢
perate to find health insurance it we
not. '

. Mr. Spemker, as stated, | am OppoRsc
H.A. 831 in its presant form.

We can do better, We can do better
American workerg—without cost (0 the Fec
Govemment, without cost to employers,
without osiay. .

Both the reason for moving this motion,
the remady t CONtains, ars vary simpie.

The purposs of this motion i simply to
Americans keep tne hesith insurance
ersge they have when they io3e their i

L



