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We, at The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, continue to celebrate your
signing of the Juneteenth National Independence Day Act. As you said at the signing
ceremony last year, “After all, the emancipation of enslaved Black Americans didn’t mark
the end of America’s work to deliver on the promise of equality; it only marked the
beginning.”1 Indeed, as you know, the legacy of slavery and the failure to address harms
stemming from it have resulted in vast racial disparities between White and Black people in
virtually every sector of life — including the ability to accumulate wealth; access health
care, education, housing, and employment opportunities; receive fair treatment in the
criminal-legal system; and much more.

President Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500
Dear Mr. President:

Addressing these harms is a key part of our mission at The Leadership Conference, a diverse
coalition of more than 230 national organizations, to create a just and inclusive society by
promoting and protecting civil and human rights in the United States. We, the undersigned
organizations, write to urge you to advance economic justice policies that will benefit the
Black community as we observe the Juneteenth holiday and continue to build upon your
administration’s efforts to confront discrimination and racial disparities. These are the
modern-day repercussions of slavery. We ask that you use your presidential powers to make
the case to Congress for closing the Medicaid coverage gap and permanently expanding the
child tax credit, and that you administratively cancel student loan debt at an amount
meaningful to Black Americans who disproportionately carry devastating amounts of debt.
We also ask that you create a commission to study reparations proposals for African
Americans that will consider the economic discrimination against African Americans that is
an ongoing legacy of slavery, consistent with the goals outlined in H.R. 40, the Commission
to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African Americans Act.
In the more than 400 years since the first enslaved Africans arrived at Jamestown, Virginia,
African people, their descendants, and other marginalized groups have borne the brunt of
structural inequality, racism, and discrimination. Subjugation of Black people was integral to

President and CEO
Maya Wiley

“Remarks by President Biden at Signing of the Juneteenth National Independence Day Act.” The
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establishing the United States as a world economic power, but Black people were continuously denied the
right and opportunities to participate in the economic growth of this country, long after the official end of
slavery. That continues in myriad ways today. Policies like American chattel slavery, Black Codes,
convict leasing, Jim Crow segregation, redlining, and other forms of racial discrimination have all
contributed to intergenerational harm to Black people that persists today.2 As a direct result of these
policies, the racial wealth gap has continued to widen over the last 160 years, resulting in a White-toBlack per capita wealth gap of six to one.3
We ask that you build upon the historic recognition of Juneteenth and seize this opportunity to support
meaningful economic gains in the lives of Black people and Black families. Your administration can
make meaningful progress toward repairing this intergenerational harm and closing the wealth gap
through Medicaid expansion, child tax credit permanency, and student loan debt cancellation. These
policies are particularly important now, as Black communities continue to work to rebuild after
disproportionate death and economic loss during the COVID-19 pandemic. Now, the damaging effects of
inflation are deeply felt by many Black families and will deepen already existing racial disparities in
wealth. Your administration put money back into the pockets of people hit hardest by the pandemic and
its economic ravages, and we are grateful for your leadership. Your continued leadership on these issues
will solidify those financial impacts and build more economic opportunity for Black people in the US.
In particular, there is a unique opportunity to cement the advances in access to health care that represents
a legacy you share as former vice president to President Obama. You can continue to expand the critical
benefits you helped bring to Black and all communities of struggling workers during that administration
by making Medicaid expansion a reality in this one. More than 600,000 uninsured Black people with
incomes below the poverty line are among the 2.2 million adults who have no access to affordable health
coverage, simply because they live in one of the 12 states that have refused to take up the Affordable Care
Act’s Medicaid expansion.4 This has left many Black communities without any pathway to affordable
health coverage, with deadly consequences. Medicaid expansion has narrowed racial disparities in both
coverage and access to care and has saved lives in the states where it has been expanded,5 and has been
shown to improve the financial well-being of families.6 However, many Black communities have
experienced none of these gains solely because of the states in which they reside. Access to health care is
“The Descendants: From Slavery to Jim Crow, A Call for 21st Century Abolition.” Harvard Law Today. Mar. 19,
2018. https://today.law.harvard.edu/descendants-slavery-jim-crow-call-21st-century-abolition/.
3
Swaminathan, A. “Student-loan forgiveness will help narrow America’s racial wealth gap, new report says, but
others call it ‘costly and ineffective.’” MarketWatch. June 9, 2022. https://www.marketwatch.com/story/cancelingstudent-debt-will-help-narrow-americas-racial-wealth-gap-new-report-says-but-others-call-it-costly-and-ineffective11654776099.
4
Solomon, J. “Federal Action Needed to Close Medicaid ‘Coverage Gap,’ Extend Coverage to 2.2 Million People.”
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. May 6, 2021. https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/federal-action-neededto-close-medicaid-coverage-gap-extend-coverage-to-22-million.
5
Guth, M. and Ammula, M. “Building on the Evidence Base: Studies on the Effects of Medicaid Expansion,
February 2020 to March 2021.” KFF. May 6, 2021. https://www.kff.org/medicaid/report/building-on-the-evidencebase-studies-on-the-effects-of-medicaid-expansion-february-2020-to-march-2021/.
6
Wagnerman, K. “Research Update: Medicaid Pulls Americans Out of Poverty, Updated Edition.” Georgetown
University Health Policy Institute, Center for Children and Families. Mar. 8, 2018.
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2018/03/08/research-update-medicaid-pulls-americans-out-of-poverty-updated-edition/.
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a civil and human right and closing the Medicaid coverage gap is essential to remedying this racial health
inequity. We ask that your administration express to Congress its commitment to closing the Medicaid
coverage gap, ensuring federal action is taken to secure racially equitable access to health care for Black
communities who have been shut out of their state’s Medicaid program.
Further, decades of discrimination and institutional racism in almost every area of life have left many
Black families vulnerable to poverty. Reducing poverty in Black communities helps promote economic
stability and opportunity; reduces food and housing insecurity; and is associated with better health
outcomes, less stress, and higher educational achievement.7 We do not have to tell this administration
how important the expanded child tax credit (CTC) payments under the American Rescue Plan have been
to American families. As you well know, the payments provided critically needed relief to millions of
families with incredible results: 3.7 million children were pulled out of poverty, including 737,000 Black
children,8 food insecurity fell by one-third,9 and 27 million previously excluded children, which includes
approximately half of all Black children, gained access to the payments when the full benefit was
expanded.10 Unfortunately, these gains for Black families were all but erased when the CTC payments
stopped at the end of 2021, reversing the reduction in child poverty and plunging families back into
economic insecurity.11 We ask for your continued leadership in promoting long-lasting economic security
for Black children and families by leading Congress to restart and make permanent the monthly CTC
payments to families.
Additionally, the $1.7 trillion student loan crisis in the United States is crushing individuals, families, and
our economy, and the weight of this burden is disproportionately borne by Black borrowers.12 Over many
decades, policymakers intentionally shifted away from publicly funding our higher education system to a
primarily debt-financed system just as Black students gained access,13 disregarding the rising cost of
National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine. “A Roadmap to Reducing Child Poverty. 2019.
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25246/a-roadmap-to-reducing-child-poverty.
8
“Sixth Child Tax Credit Payment Kept 3.7 Million Children Out of Poverty in December.” Columbia University
Center on Poverty and Social Policy. Jan. 18, 2022.
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/610831a16c95260dbd68934a/t/61ea09926280d03df62aa31d/1642727841927/
Monthly-poverty-December-2021-CPSP.pdf.
9
Zippel, C. “After Child Tax Credit Payments Begin, Many More Families Have Enough to Eat.” Center on Budget
and Policy Priorities. Aug. 30, 2021. https://www.cbpp.org/blog/after-child-tax-credit-payments-begin-many-morefamilies-have-enough-to-eat.
10
Marr, C., et al. “Build Back Better’s Child Tax Credit Changes Would Protect Millions From Poverty —
Permanently.” Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. Nov. 11, 2021. https://www.cbpp.org/research/federaltax/build-back-betters-child-tax-credit-changes-would-protect-millions-from.
11
Marr, C. “Tax Season Message: Congress Should Dramatically and Permanently Cut Child Poverty With an
Expanded Child Tax Credit.” Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. Apr. 12, 2022.
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/tax-season-message-congress-should-dramatically-and-permanently-cut-child-povertywith-an.
12
Center for Responsible Lending, UnidosUS, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the
National Urban League, and the Leadership Conference Education Fund. “Quicksand: Borrowers of Color and the
Student Debt Crisis.” Sep. 2019. https://www.responsiblelending.org/sites/default/files/nodes/files/researchpublication/crl-quicksand-student-debt-crisis-jul2019.pdf.
13
Harrington, A and Huelsman, M. “Introduction: The Urgency and Equity of Student Debt Cancellation.” In
“Delivering on Debt Relief: Proposals, Ideas, and Actions to Cancel Student Debt on Day One and Beyond.”
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college for students and families, persistent racial wealth and income disparities, ongoing discrimination
in the labor and credit markets, and many other societal and policy failures. These decisions have left a
generation of Black borrowers on the brink of financial devastation simply because they sought economic
security through higher education.14 According to recent research, upon graduating, Black borrowers
typically owe 50 percent more than their White classmates, and four years later Black students owe 100
percent more.15 Data reveal that “student debt disproportionately harms wealth-poor households and, in
particular, wealth-poor Black households.”16 In 2019, the median wealth for Black families was $24,100,
considerably less than that of the median for White families at $188,200.17 Additionally, Black women
shoulder the heaviest burden regarding student loan repayment;18 Black women hold more student debt
than any other group a year after completing a bachelor’s degree with an average of $38,800 in federal
undergraduate loans.19 The only solution that addresses the harms of the past and clears the landscape to
create a better system going forward is to immediately and automatically use administrative authority to
cancel student loan debt for borrowers — consistent with the Civil Rights Principles for Student Loan
Debt Cancellation.20
Finally, the need for economic justice policies on Medicaid expansion, CTC permanency, and student
loan debt cancellation demonstrate the rippling effects of slavery and institutional racism that stifle the
advancement of Black people today. Therefore, we also ask that an executive order be issued establishing
a commission to study reparations proposals for African Americans, which would include an examination
of de jure and de facto economic discrimination. Reparations represent the unfulfilled promise of the

Student Borrower Protection Center, Demos, and University of California at Irvine School of Law. Nov. 2020.
https://protectborrowers.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Delivering-on-Debt-Relief.pdf.
14
Hamilton, D., Darity, W., Price, A.E., Sridharan, V., & Tippett, R. “Umbrellas Don’t Make It Rain: Why
Studying and Working Hard Isn’t Enough for Black Americans.” The New School, the Duke Center for Social
Equality, and Insight: Center for Community Economic Development. 2015. https://socialequity.duke.edu/portfolioitem/umbrellas-dont-make-it-rain-why-studying-and-wor king-hard-isnt-enough-for-black-americans/.
15
Perry, A & Romer, C. “Student debt cancellation should consider wealth, not income.” Brookings Institution.
2021. https://www.brookings.edu/essay/student-debt-cancellationshould-consider-wealth-not-income/.
16
Ibid.
17
Bhutta, N., Andrew C.C., Dettling, L.J., & Hsu, J.W. 2020. "Disparities in Wealth by Race and Ethnicity in the
2019 Survey of Consumer Finances." Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System.
https://doi.org/10.17016/2380-7172.2797.
18
“Higher Education, Recession, and COVID-19: What Students and Student Borrowers Need from a Federal
Stimulus Package.” National Women’s Law Center. April 2020. https://nwlcciw49tixgw5lbab.stackpathdns.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/COVID-Stimulus-and-Higher-Ed-Factsheet.pdf.
19
Jackson, V. & Williams, B. 2022. “How Black Women Experience Student Debt.” The Education Trust.
https://edtrust.org/resource/how-black-women-experience-student-debt/.
20
Although the Department of Education has made necessary and overdue improvements to existing cancellation
options, it has not yet exercised its statutory authority to cancel debt broadly. The civil rights community came
together to develop and release “Civil Rights Principles for Student Loan Debt Cancellation,” a roadmap that
outlines how to ensure that broad loan cancellation provides for equity and supports all student loan holders,
especially women and Black and Latino individuals, who have been disproportionately impacted by the crushing
debt of student loans. The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights. Civil Rights Principles for Student
Loan Debt Cancellation. 2021. https://civilrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Civil-Rights-Principles-forStudent-Loan-Debt-Cancellation.pdf.
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American Dream and the 40 acres and a mule that the United States initially promised to freed slaves. 21 A
commission to study reparations proposals is a response to the institutional racism endured by Black
people, as well as a solution based on federal22 and state-level precedent.23 We urge the administration to
establish a commission to acknowledge how pervasive the impact of slavery is on almost every institution
and structure in the United States today, especially those with economic implications.
We appreciate your time and consideration of economic justice policies that will benefit the Black
community as we observe the Juneteenth holiday and eradicate the modern-day implications of slavery. If
you have questions or need additional information, please contact Maya Wiley, president and CEO at The
Leadership Conference, or Jesselyn McCurdy, executive vice president for government affairs at The
Leadership Conference, at jesselynmccurdy@civilrights.org.
Sincerely,
The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights
Americans for Democratic Action
American Federation of Teachers
American Humanist Association
Asian & Pacific Islander American Health Forum
Autistic Self Advocacy Network
Clearinghouse on Women’s Issues
Center for Disability Rights
Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund
Family Equality
Feminist Majority Foundation
First Repair
IBW ACTION
Gates Jr., Henry L. “The Truth Behind ’40 Acres and a Mule,’: Fifty of the 100 Amazing Facts will be published
on The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross.” PBS. 2013. https://www.pbs.org/wnet/african-americans-manyrivers-to-cross/history/the-truth-behind-40-acres-and-a-mule/.
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Davis, A. “An Historical Timeline of Reparations Payments Made From 1866 through 2018 by the United States
Government, States, Cities, and Universities.” University of Massachusetts: Amherst. May 2019.
https://guides.library.umass.edu/reparations; Qureshi, B. “From Wrong To Right: A U.S. Apology For Japanese
Internment.” NPR. Aug. 9, 2013. https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2013/08/09/210138278/japaneseinternment-redress.
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https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/st-paul-mn-to-form-reparations-commission/593455/. Holcombe, M.
“California passes a first-of-its-kind law to consider reparations for slavery.” CNN. Oct. 1, 2020.
https://www.cnn.com/2020/10/01/us/california-bill-slavery-reparations-trnd/index.html; Crandall, B. “Mayor Elorza
launches ‘Truth Telling’ phase in reparations plan.” NBC 10 News. Sept. 22, 2020.
https://turnto10.com/news/local/mayor-elorza-launches-truth-telling-phase-in-reparations-plan; DiManno, R.
“America must pay reparations for slavery. Evanston, Illinois, could lead the way.” The Star. Aug. 24, 2020.
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through 2018 by the United States Government, States, Cities, and Universities.” University of Massachusetts:
Amherst. May 2019. https://guides.library.umass.edu/reparations.
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Impact Fund
Japanese American Citizens League
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
Leadership Conference of Women Religious
Main Street Alliance
National Action Network
National Center for Parent Leadership, Advocacy, and Community Empowerment
National Consumer Law Center
National Employment Law Project
Reparation Education Project, Inc.
Reparations United
RESULTS
Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas Justice Team
The Who We Are Project
The General Board of Church and Society of the United Methodist Church
United Church of Christ, Justice and Witness Ministries
Voices for Progress
cc:

Ambassador Susan Rice, Director, Domestic Policy Council

